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THE FIRST STATION 
Jesus is condemned to death. 
The innocent are condemned. 

 
Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and bless you. 
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the 
world. 
 
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 53:4, 8 
Yet it was our infirmities that he bore, our sufferings that 
he endured, while we thought of him as stricken, as one 
smitten by God and afflicted. 
Oppressed and condemned, he was taken away, and 
who would have thought any more of his destiny when he 
was cut off from the land of the living and smitten for the 
sin of his people? 
 
Voice:  
We all stand under the sentence of death. But there is 
death that is not part of the natural process of life. There 
is death that is premeditated, unnecessary, deliberate, 
violent, legal but unjust.  Those in whom there is no guilt 
still die:  Children are abused; women are battered; the 
unborn are executed; the innocent are still condemned to 
death. 
 
Response: 
We stand by our baptism as brothers and sisters of all 
those condemned by society.  We stand for the protection 
of innocent life. We promise to live together in the 
freedom of the children of God with all those condemned 
to death, but alive in God. 
Lord, bless all those in our parish who protect innocent 
life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THE SECOND STATION 

Jesus takes up the cross. 
The burden is laid on others’ shoulders. 

 
Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and bless you. 
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the 
world. 
 
Scripture Reading: Mark 8:34-38 
Then Jesus called the people and his disciples and said, 
“If you want to come after me, deny yourself, take up 
your cross and follow me. For if you choose to save your 
life, you will lose it, and if you lose your life for my sake 
and for the sake of the gospel, you will save it.” 
 
Voice:  
Jesus bears the burden of his people. Carrying the cross, 
he carried the whole history of hate, of violence, of 
rejection, of abuse, of sin. Jesus takes up the faults of 
humanity.  And for love of all humanity, he stretches to 
embrace our fault…He kisses it…and carries our guilt.   
 
Carrying the cross means accepting our responsibility to 
carry the burdens of the world and accepting the choice 
to lose our life for the sake of the gospel. 
 
Response: 
In our baptismal vows, we promise to live under no other 
sign than the sign of the cross. We reject Satan and all 
that hinders us from following Jesus in the way of the 
cross. We reject living for our own comforts.  
Bless those who help take up the burdens others carry, 
especially our St. Vincent de Paul ministries and Honduras 
mission.  
  



THE THIRD STATION 
Jesus falls the first time. 

The power of sorrow causes us to fall. 
 

Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and bless you. 
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the 
world. 
 
Scripture Reading: Hebrews 5:7-8  
In the days when Jesus was in the flesh, he offered 
prayers and supplications with loud cries and tears to 
God, who was able to save him from death, and he was 
heard because of his reverence.  Son though he was, he 
learned obedience from what he suffered. 
 
Voice: 
Jesus knew in his own body the weight of sorrow.  His 
response was reverence for life and obedience to 
God.  He prayed for the rights of those denied fullness of 
life.  The weight of pain and loss struck against him and 
he fell.   
Then he stood again to complete his mission. 
 
Response: 
We fall and we rise again to recommit ourselves to 
following Jesus.  Bless those who fall yet rise again. 
Bless those who strive to be peacemakers, offering an 
alternative to the sorrow in the world such as our Grief 
Share ministry, Seasons of Hope, and our Funeral Dinner 
Ministry  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

THE FOURTH STATION 
Jesus meets his mother. 

The mother of compassion meets us. 
 

Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and bless you. 
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the 
world. 
 
Scripture Reading: Luke 2:34-35 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother, “This 
child is chosen by God for the destruction and the 
freedom of many in Israel.  He shall stand as a 
controversial sign, while a sword will pierce your own 
heart.  Then the secret thoughts of everyone will be 
brought to light.” 
 
Voice: 
From the beginning, Mary shared the lot of her child, 
including his call to prophecy, his rejection and 
suffering.  She loved what he loved – the place where the 
proud are overthrown in the conceit of their hearts, where 
the hungry are fed and the rich sent away empty, where 
the meek and the lowly live with dignity while the 
powerful are dethroned. She was pierced by the sword 
of truth so that the hearts of many might be revealed. In 
her solidarity with Jesus, Mary is the image of all who 
stand in solidarity with those whose pain is public. And she 
stands with all who befriend them. 
 
Response: 

      Like Mary, we commit ourselves to compassion, to 
accepting suffering in our lives rather than inflicting it. We 
pray to be faithful in showing compassion to those who 
are mocked and love those who are rejected. Bless all 
those in our Divine Mercy and Prayer chain who stand in 
solidarity with Mary.  

 



THE FIFTH STATION 
Simon is recruited to help Jesus. 

We are asked to help Jesus. 
 

Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and bless you. 
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the 
world. 
 
Scripture Reading: Mark 15:21 
They compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was 
coming in from the country, the father of Alexander and 
Rufus, to carry Jesus’ cross. 
 
Voice:  
Alexander and Rufus were converted to Christianity by 
witnessing their father carrying the Cross of Christ.   
 
Simon could not free the Lord from his cross so he helped 
Jesus carry it. With Simon we are pressed into service on 
behalf of others. 
 
We are recruited to help Jesus bestow our bread on the 
hungry, satisfy the afflicted, and remove oppression from 
our midst. We cannot pick and choose the people we love 
or help.  Everyone is worthy of our care.  
 
Response: 
We continue the work of Simon and promise to respond 
to help others. We promise to actively recruit others to 
work with us so that peace is a possibility for all. May our 
children be moved, like Alexander and Rufus, by our 
sharing in the cross. Bless all our parents, grandparents, 
and teachers of the faith that our children may be moved 
by their example. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THE SIXTH STATION 

Veronica wipes the face of Jesus. 
We tend to those who are suffering. 

 
Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and bless you. 
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the 
world. 
 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 25:37-40 
Then the righteous will ask: “Lord, when did we see you 
hungry and give you food, thirsty and give you drink, or 
a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 
When did we see you sick or in prison and go to see 
you?” The King will answer, ‘Truly, I say to you, Whenever 
you did this to one of the least, to my sisters and brothers, 
you did it to me.’” 
 

     Voice:  
     The one to die had no rights, no dignity, no humanity. He 

deserved no care, no tenderness, no intimacy. To aid a 
condemned prisoner was to incur the wrath of the mob 
and the executioners, yet Veronica refused to give in to 
destructive fear and intolerance. 
 Jesus was so rarely recognized for who he truly was. 
God is so rarely recognized in the broken and dying and 
defeated of this world. But Veronica refused to comply 
with the crowd’s rejection. She showed courage. She gave 
what she could of touch and kindness and wiped away 
some of the dirt and blood of hate. And she was given a 
glimpse of the face of God among us for all time.  In 
extending mercy to suffering, she receives mercy. 
 
Response: 
Let us stand with Veronica for the practice of charity, of 
doing for the least of our brothers and sisters. With 
Veronica, we promise to bravely reach out and touch the 
pain of those rejected and to accept them into our lives. 
We promise to show courage in welcoming others. Bless 
our parish nurses, Hospitality ministers, Eucharistic 
ministers, NOSDA, and all those who follow Veronica’s 
example. 



THE SEVENTH STATION 
Jesus stumbles a second time. 

We stumble in the face of violence. 
 

Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and bless you. 
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the 
world. 
 
Scripture Reading: Psalm 18:5-7, 17-20 
The waves of death rose about me; 
The torrents of destruction overwhelmed me; 
The snares of the grave entangled me/ 
In my anguish I called; I cried to you for help, O God. 
You listened and heard my plea. 
You rescued me from a foe too powerful for me. 
They assailed me in the day of my misfortune, 
but you were my strength. You set me free, rescuing me, 
because you love me. 
 
Voice:  
Jesus collapses to the ground, again.  Is He tempted to 
stop now?  I would be!  He has come so far in loving me, 
and yet the hill of Calvary is still at a distance.  It would 
be so much easier to succumb to weakness and despair. 
So many in our society fall again and again under the 
burden of life’s struggles. We do not see these people as 
individuals but as problems. We may think they are 
simply weak.  The marginalized are sometimes victims of 
our educational, economic and legal systems.  Sometimes 
people fall under the burden of loneliness and fatigue. 
May they have the strength of Christ to continue the 
journey and get up again. 
 
Response: 
Let us commit ourselves to never condemn the weakness of 
others. May God reveal to us our own weaknesses so that 
we may be compassionate with others and that God may 
be our strength. Bless those who work in soup kitchens and 
food pantries to inspire those who struggle with despair. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

THE EIGHTH STATION 
The women of Jerusalem weep for Jesus. 

We weep for the people of God. 
 
Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and bless you. 
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the 
world. 
 
Scripture Reading: Luke 23:27-29 
A large crowd of people followed Jesus; among them 
were women beating their breasts and wailing for him, 
but Jesus turned to them and said, “Women of Jerusalem, 
do not weep for me, weep rather for yourselves and for 
your children. For the days are coming when people will 
say, ‘Happy are the women without children! Happy are 
those who have not given birth or nursed a child!’” 
 
Voice: 
For whom do we weep? Over whom do we weep? Our 
tears tell us whom we love. Jesus wept over a city, a 
nation, a people who were lost, who refused him and his 
dream of peace.  May we mourn over the injustices of the 
world, mourn with the parents who lose a child, mourn for 
the cruelty to the vulnerable.  
 
Response: 
Let us be still and weep in our own hearts. Let us weep for 
all those lost in petty disagreements, lost in drugs and 
alcohol. Let us weep for all those who suffer because we 
supported conflicts. May we recommit ourselves to 
penance, to mourning and weeping for our part in the 
despair of the lost. 
 
We pray, O God, that your kingdom may come to the 
earth at last as it is in heaven. May your will be done 
among us as it was done by Jesus. We commit ourselves 
to a lifestyle of penance and prayer and reconciliation. 
 



THE NINTH STATION 
Jesus falls a third time. 

Evil tries to break the spirit of those who resist. 
 

Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and bless you. 
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the 
world. 
 
Scripture Reading: 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 
But Christ answered, “My grace is enough for you; my 
great strength is revealed in weakness.” Gladly, then, will 
I boast of my weakness that the strength of Christ may be 
mine. So I rejoice when I suffer infirmities, humiliations, 
want, persecutions: all for Christ! For when I am weak, 
then I am strong. 
 
Voice:  
The Roman sentence of execution was designed to break 
the body and spirit of those who resist unjust structures by 
proclaiming freedom and hope.  
The world still seeks to silence those who stand up against 
injustice. Torture, illegal imprisonment, racism, all beat 
down and whip the bodies and spirits of those who 
struggle for the good of the people. Jesus fell again, but 
he rose to face the torture of crucifixion and to confront 
his murderers with the power of a person in possession of 
hope. 
 
Response: 
We pray, by the grace of God, to recommit ourselves to 
actively resist evil with hope. Deliver us, O God, from evil 
and lead us not into the temptation of complacency.  
Jesus, give us your unconquerable hope so we here at St. 
Pius parish may become apostles of hope for all those 
tempted to despair. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THE TENTH STATION 

Jesus is stripped of his garments. 
We disarm our hearts and lives. 

 
Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and bless you. 
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the 
world. 
 
Scripture Reading: Philippians 2:6-8  
Be of the same mind as Christ Jesus who, though by nature 
was God, did not cling to equality with God. Jesus chose 
to be emptied, taking the form of a servant, being born in 
our likeness. Christ was known to be of human estate and 
in humility became obedient unto death, even death on a 
cross. 
 
Voice:  
Adam and Eve believed that equality with God should be 
grasped at through arrogance.  Still, the world cloaks 
itself in pride and arrogance as a way of appearing 
important. Christ came to show us that humility and self-
emptying is the way to God.  Christ was stripped of 
everything with no loss of dignity.  
  
Response: 
God, we stand before you, naked in body and soul, in 
need of mercy and forgiveness. When life strips us from 
the comfort of our security or the presence of those we 
love, may you be our refuge. Hear our prayers for the 
Ukrainian refugees and all refugees in the world who 
have been stripped of their homes and families. 

 



THE ELEVENTH STATION 
Jesus is nailed to the cross. 

The cross is the door to our new life. 
 

Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and bless you. 
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the 
world. 
 
Scripture Reading: Luke 23:33-34 
There at the place called The Skull, he was crucified 
together with the criminals — one on his right and another 
on his left. Jesus said, “Abba, forgive them for they do not 
know what they do.” And the guards cast lots to divide his 
clothes among themselves. 
 
Voice: 
Crucifixion was a legal, though unjust way to rid the earth 
of the subversive. It is public torture, meant to provoke 
fear and deter others from doing justice. Jesus is executed 
by being nailed to a piece of wood, hung naked, 
exposed to be gawked at and taunted, reduced to flesh 
and bone.  
 
Only those without sin are allowed to judge and condemn 
another to death. None of us fall into that category. None 
of us are permitted to take a person’s life and mock it to 
make a point. We are not allowed to condemn, only to 
exhort and to call to conversion.  
 
Response: 
O God, forgive us, for we know not what we do. Lord, 
have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. We 
vow this day to stop death, to stop the mocking of other 
people’s lives, to stop the destructive contempt for the gift 
of life. We vow to promote Life, O God of all life. May 
we learn to stand with you against all who would destroy 
life. Hold us to our word, O God, who died a condemned 
criminal and innocent of the charge. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

THE TWELTH STATION 
Jesus dies on the cross. 

The cry of Jesus continues. 
 

Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and bless you. 
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the 
world. 
 
Scripture Reading: Luke 23:44-46 
It was now about noon. The sun was hidden and darkness 
came over the whole land until mid-afternoon; and at that 
time the curtain of the sanctuary was torn in two. Then 
Jesus gave a loud cry: “Abba, I commit my spirit into your 
hands.” And after he said that, he gave up his spirit. 
 
Voice:  
It is done. It is finished.   
 
Is the life of Jesus finished? Has his teaching and 
preaching of the good news of the reign of God come to 
an end? 
 
No! It is just beginning. What is done and finished is the 
reign of violence, death and sin. All that is done.  Now the 
peace of Christ reigns, making all those who were 
peacemakers know the truth: in being stretched between 
two enemies, we become reconcilers, transforming enmity 
into love, adversaries into friends.  
 
Response: 
O God, into your hands we commend our lives. May our 
lives be a continual offering to you. 
 
Grant repentance for any way we have sinned against 
the Gospel of Life. 
 
Bless all our Adorers of the Blessed Sacrament that they 
may incarnate the peace of Christ in our world. 
 
 

 



THE THIRTEENTH STATION 
Jesus is taken down from the cross. 

Mercy is still among us. 
 

Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and bless you. 
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the 
world. 
 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 27:57-61 
It was now evening and there arrived a wealthy man from 
Arimathea named Joseph, who was also a disciple of Jesus. 
He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus, and the 
governor ordered that the body be given to him. So Joseph 
took the body of Jesus, wrapped it in a clean linen sheet 
and laid it in his own new tomb that had been cut out of 
the rock. Then he rolled a stone across the entrance of the 
tomb.  
 
Voice: 
Many of Jesus’ friends would not even stay with him for 
fear of being killed. Some watched from a distance. Only 
a few remained to bury him, quickly, before the sun went 
down. Jesus had only one reason for living: to do the will 
of God. May we all be remembered for our compassion, 
our faithfulness and our love for others.  
 
Response: 
All you saints of God, you whose love for life did not 
deter you from death, you who have gone before us in 
faith, weave shalom into our lives and dreams, give us the 
courage to follow in Christ’s way of the cross until the 
world is one. 
 
Bless all those who promote solidarity in our parish, 
especially our Knights of Columbus and Walking with 
Purpose. May they, like Joseph of Arimathea, be found to 
be devoted friends of Christ. 
 
  



THE FOURTEENTH STATION 
Jesus is buried. 

The earth receives its hope. 
 

Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and bless you. 
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the 
world. 
 
Scripture Reading:  John 12:23-29 
Jesus said, “The hour has come for the Human One to be 
glorified, Truly, I say to you unless the grain of wheat falls 
to the earth and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat but 
if it dies, it produces much fruit.” 
 
 
Voice:  
The seed lies in the ground.  Buried. We are buried with 
Christ in God at our baptism. We go down into the 
waters of death as selfish individuals and arise a new 
united people, the Body of Christ. Now we no longer live 
just for ourselves, but Christ lives in us.  The body of Christ 
now lives here at St. Pius so that we might love one 
another with all our heart, with all our minds, and with all 
our strength and our neighbors as yourselves. 
 
 
Response 
Listen O Israel. The Lord your God is One.  You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your mind, 
and with all your strength and your neighbor as yourself.  
 
Your tomb was not your end. Let St. Pius parish be a living 
testament of those who have died with you to be a house 
of prayer and love for all people. 
 
 


